Oryx and Crake

Chapter One: Mango, Flotsam and Voice. Pages 5-15

1. We get the sense that this is a post-apocalyptic world. What clues are we give?

2. What do we know of Snowman?

3. What is the importance of the word “Revision”?

4. The reader is not supposed to understand Crake or the people who snowman encounters at this point in the novel, but we are given interesting clues about what has happened. What are some of the clues?

Chapter Two: Bonfire and OrganInc Farms. Pages 19-34

5. Margaret Atwood gives us a direct transition into snowman’s childhood with a direct flashback. Summarize Jimmy’s earliest memory. Explain its significance.

6. Describe the family dynamics that complicate Jimmy’s childhood.

7. Explain the pigoon.

8. After reading OrganInc, explain the differences we see between Jimmy’s mother and his father.

9. Jimmy is shown as having some sensitivity. How does this show itself?

10. Jimmy’s childhood foreshadows that he is going to have complicated relationships with women. What does the reader see that would provide hints of this?

Chapter Two: Lunch   Chapter Three: Nooners Pages 35-50

11. What are some of the indications that Jimmy’s role as a son and his mother’s role as a mother have been reversed or at least mixed up?

12. We get glimpses of Jimmy’s father’s crudity. In what way could we parallel his inappropriateness to Jimmy’s mother?

13. What games did Jimmy and Crake play in their childhood? 
Chapter Three, Downpour Chapter Four, Rakunk Pages 50-70

14. Jimmy has experienced a great deal of loneliness in his childhood. From pages 58-61 we can see that his mother and father seem more and more false with him, almost as if they were “authentic replicas” of parents. Quote some passages that prove this.

15. What do Dolores, Ramona and Killer all have in common?

16. What is the purpose of the Nooskins pigoon?

17. Jimmy’s mother does not like their new house or her husband’s new job. Explain why not. Hammer and Crake Page 70- 91
18. We are seeing motifs in the novel. Explain the significance of the use of the word “son” and the use of “Alex”.

19. How has Jimmy betrayed his parents and how do his parents betray him in “Hammer”?

20.  In the chapter “Crake” we learn more about Jimmy’s adolescent development, and we learn something about young Crake. Record three significant points for each character.

21. On page 89, Margaret Atwood has fun with Joltbar, Happicuppuchino, and SoyOBoyburgers. Explain how each would reflect something interesting in 2007. Page 91-111
22. Name and describe the games that Jimmy and Crake play.

23. Record the “snuff” sites that they visit. What is Atwood pointing out to the readers?

24. The first indented paragraph of page 104 is an example of what poetic device?

25. Explain Oryx’s introduction to the story.
 115-134

26. Describe the mythology that Snowman is creating.

27. What do the Crakers look like, and why doesn’t Snowman find them attractive?

28. On page 129 we see a reversal of roles with Snowman and the Crakers. Explain what is happening.

29. What has happened to the traditional animals in the new Craker world?
Oryx and Roses137-154
30. Record a minimum of ten important biographical points in Oryx’s life. Be “quizready”. 

154-176 Roses, Pixieland Jazz

31. How does Uncle En meet his end, and what does this say about his business?

32. Analyse why Jimmy is obsessed with finding out exactly where all this happened. 

33. Who is Jack?

176-199

34. Explain the idioms “bring home the bacon” and “hair of the dog”.

35. Describe Snowman’s situation concerning food.

36. In the sub-chapter titled “Purring” we see more of the details in the design of the Crakers. Provide details on “Pissing, Purring, and Caecotrophs”.

199-216
37. What was the purpose for the Bobkitten? In what ways did it fail?

38. Chart the mating ritual modifications to the Crakers. What social and psychological ills was Crake hoping solve in the mating rituals of the Crakers?

39. Explain the analogy of the small male frog and the artist. From this, analyse what Craker thinks of art.

40. Page 207 has an important literary allusion. Explain it.

41. What do we learn from the sub-chapter “So Yummie”? 

                                                                                                   216-233
42. “So Yummie” is really about parents; let’s get some worthwhile quotations from that sub-chapter and “Happicuppa”. Highlight them in your book and explain their significance.

43. Describe the physical and emotional setting of Martha Graham. 

44. Outline Jimmy’s pattern of meeting women once he becomes “unhampered” [page 231] with his own room. 

234-241
45. What does Asperger mean, and how is it applied to Asperger U?

46. Contrast Crake’s love life to Jimmy’s.

47. Provide references and allusions for the idea that Crake is becoming god-like.

                                                                    242-250
48. Catalogue the creations that are in this section: be quizready

251-264
49. What had Crake’s father done/discovered that hastened his murder?
50. Remember the whistleblowers from The Corporation? Who was the whistleblower in the chapter titled Hypothetical?
51. Explain where Crake has been going in his computer?
52. Does Crake dream? What does Jimmy hear?

264- 282

53. Crake thinks that if society is destroyed, it would never be rebuilt. How does he support this idea?

54. What does Snowman witness in his travels back to the compound?

282-299

55. For these two sub-chapters, and in preparation for your exam, find, and be prepared to share in front of the class, examples of:

a) Imagery

b) Similes

c) Metaphors

d) Paradox

e) Symbolism

f) Idiom

g) Parallel structure

300-316

56. What immoral acts does Jimmy commit in the chapter AnooYoo?

57. Explain what Oryx was doing in the Garage.

58. The first new paragraph on page 314 is a paradoxical; try to explain it.

319-338

      59.    On the bottom of page 322 the tusks of the Pigoon are symbolic of something. What might that be?

      60. On page 334, the places where Snowman drinks water and urinates ate symbolic of what?

61. Find another rhetorical device in this section 

341-361

62. On Page 348, we get the pun Blue Gene Day: try to explain this. Find another on this page.

63. On Page 352 Crake answers the question: “Who pays for all this?” Paraphrase his answer, and analyse its significance to today’s society.

 64. Explain the four “benefits” of BlyssPluss.

362-387

65.     From “Paradise” summarize the features that the Crakers were incorporated with.

66.     “Crake in Love” answers many questions and sets the stage for the ending. What questions are answered in this sub-chapter?

67.     “Takeout” is filled with foreshadowing. Since we know the general outcome, what is foreshadowed?

388-413

68. Chapter 12 ends with: “I’m counting on you”, where have we heard this before?

69. How does Jimmy keep the high-ranking Corpsman from getting in?

70. How does the Media handle the end of the world?

414-443

71. Page 427 and 433 have very different examples of irony. Explain their significance.

72. How does Atwood use dreams as a continuing motif. Relate it to past events.

73. The ending is vague. What are some possible conclusions?

